
Tree branches growing 
down to shrubs 

WELL MAINTAINED 
LANDSCAPE

POORLY MAINTAINED 
LANDSCAPE

Continuous masses
of shrubs

Tree overhanging
roof and chimney

Masses of shrubs
against house

Adequate space between
 shrubs and tree

Shrubs in distinct groups

Low groundcover
or mulch

Tree thinned and 
pruned up

Shrubs next to
house removed

Maintenance is key to a fi rewise landscape.  Here are some ways to create or modify 
your home’s landscape to make it fi re-resistant.

For more information on making your home and landscape fi rewise, visit these websites:

Utah Web Resources
www.utahfi reinfo.gov – Fire information for all agencies 
in Utah (prevention, restrictions, prescribed fi re, helpful 
links).

www.utahfi reinfo.gov/prevention/livingwithfi re/intro.
htm – Resources to help you make your home or cabin 
fi rewise.

http://extension.usu.edu/forestry/HomeTown/HO_
Firewise.htm – Lists of fi rewise plants from Utah State 
University Extension.

www.ffsl.utah.gov – Utah Division of Forestry, Fire & 
State Lands (community fi re planning).

www.planning.utah.gov/CRMPFirePreparedness.htm 
– Fire preparedness planning.

www.utahredcross.org – Greater Salt Lake Chapter of 
the American Red Cross (Salt Lake, Tooele, Wasatch, 
Summit, and South Davis Counties).

National Web Resources
www.fi rewise.org – Offi cial “Firewise” site with tools 
and information for individuals and communities.

www.myfi recommunity.net – A community fi re 
planning resource site.

www.smokeybear.org – Offi cial home page of 
Smokey Bear.

www.ecosmart.gov – An interactive landscape 
planning tool with fi rewise choices.

Firewise Landscaping



Recommended Firewise Herbaceous Perennials:
Common Name  Scientifi c Name   
Silvery Yarrow   Achillea clavennae   
Fernleaf Yarrow   Achillea fi lipendulina  
Yarrow    Achillea — other species 
Columbine   Aquilegia species & hybrids 
Artemisia (various names)  Artemisia — species & hybrids 
Bergenia   Bergenia species & hybrids  
Red Valerian, Jupiter’s Beard Centranthus ruber 
Dwarf Mouse Ear Coreopsis Coreopsis auriculata var. Nana 
Coreopsis   Coreopsis — perennial species    
Pinks    Dianthus plumarius & others  
Fleabane   Erigeron species & hybrids
Blanketfl ower   Gaillardia x grandifl ora hybrid 
Hardy Geranium   Geranium cinereum
Bloody Cranesbill   Geranium sanguineum  
Geranium   Geranium species 
Daylily    Hemerocallis species  
Coral Bells, Alum Root  Heuchera sanguinea  
Iris    Iris species & hybrids 
Red-hot Poker   Kniphofi a species & hybrids  
Lavender   Lavandula species   
Shasta Daisy   Leucanthemum x superbum 
Sea-lavender, Statice  Limonium latifolium   
Flax    Linum species 
Lily-turf    Liriope spicatum  
Lupine    Lupinus species & hybrids 
Alfalfa    Medicago sativa    
Primrose   Oenothera species  
Poppy    Papaver species 
Penstemon   Penstemon species & hybrids 
Russian Sage, Azure Sage  Perovskia atriplicifolia  
Nepal Cinquefoil   Potentilla nepalensis  
Cinquefoil, Potentilla  Potentilla— other species 
Salvia, Sage   Salvia species & hybrids 
Wineleaf Cinquefoil  Sibbaldiopsis  tridentata   
Lamb’s Ear   Stachys byzantina   
Yucca    Yucca fi lamentosa 

Recommended Firewise Shrubs And Woody Vines:
Common Name  Scientifi c Name   
Saltbush   Atriplex species 
Serviceberry   Amelanchier species 
New Jersey Tea   Ceanothus americanus  
Ceanothus   Ceanothus ovatus 
Mountain-mahogany  Cercocarpus species 
Rock-rose   Cistus species   
Rockspray, Rock Cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis   
Cotoneaster   Cotoneaster—other  spp.
English Ivy    Hedera helix   
Prostrate Kochia   Kochia prostrata  
Honeysuckle   Lonicera species & hybrids 
Creeping Oregon Grape  Mahonia repens 
Western Sandcherry  Prunus besseyi 
Bitterbrush, Antelope Bitterbrush Purshia tridentata   
Firethorn, Pyracantha  Pyracantha coccinea   
Buckthorn   Rhamnus species 
Skunkbush Sumac  Rhus trilobata (R. aromatica) 
Sumac    Rhus—other species 
Currant, Gooseberry  Ribes species 
Rugosa Rose    Rosa rugosa 
Woods Rose   Rosa woodsii  
Buffaloberry   Shepherdia species 
Snowberry   Symphoricarpos species 
Lilac    Syringa vulgaris  

Recommended Firewise Trees:
Common Name  Scientifi c Name 
Maple     Acer species 
Thinleaf Alder   Alnus tenuifolia   
Birch    Betula species 
California Redbud  Cercis occidentalis   
Quaking Aspen   Populus tremuloides  
Poplar, Cottonwood  Populus—other species 
Willow    Salix species 

Use of fi rewise plant species can make your landscape beautiful while resisting fi re. 
Choose from the many plants listed below.

Recommended Firewise Grasses:
Common Name  Scientifi c Name   
Wheatgrass   Agropyron species 
Buffalograss            Buchloe dactyloides  
Orchardgrass   Dactylis glomerata 
Blue Fescue   Festuca cinerea   
Rye Grass   Lolium species 
Western Wheatgrass  Pascopyrum smithii 
Kentucky Bluegrass  Poa pratensis  
Sandberg Bluegrass  Poa secunda 

Recommended Firewise Ground Covers:
Common Name  Scientifi c Name   
Bearberry, Kinnikinnick      Arctostaphylos uva-ursi  
Sea Pink, Sea Thrift  Armeria maritima   
Beach Wormwood, Dusty Miller Artemisia stelleriana  
Snow-in-summer   Cerastium tomentosum 
Bearberry Cotoneaster  Cotoneaster dammeri 
Hardy Ice Plant    Delosperma nubigenum 
Evergreen Candytuft  Iberis sempervirens   
Spring Cinquefoil  Potentilla neumanniana 
Stonecrop, Sedum  Sedum species 
Hen and Chicks   Sempervivum tectorum   
Periwinkle    Vinca species


